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DAVID DORRINGTON RICHARDSON.

Dr. David Dorrington Richardson, medical superintendent of

the men’s department of the State Hospital for the Insane at Nor-

ristown, Pennsylvania, died March 6, 1906, of angina pectoris.

Dr. Richardson was the son of Major George Park and Sarah

Ann Richardson and was born in Richmond, Virginia, May II,

1837. His medical education was obtained at the Transylvania

University, Lexington, Kentucky, where he graduated in 1858.

He afterward took a course in medicine at the University of

Pennsylvania, and graduated from that school also. After serving

as interne at the Howard and Philadelphia hospitals he was ap-

pointed resident physician at the Northern Dispensary, Phila-

delphia, in 1861, the institution being under his entire charge.

Subsequently he received the appointment as superintendent and

physician-in-chief of the department for the insane, Philadelphia

Hospital, where he served for a number of years. In 1879 he was

appointed superintendent of the State Hospital for the Insane at

Warren, Pennsylvania, which was about to open its doors for

the reception of patients, and he organized that institution. He

was soon recalled to the Philadelphia Hospital, however, where

he served until i886, when he left to go into private practice.

After serving as superintendent of the Delaware State Hospital

at Farnhurst from 1889 to 1893, he resigned to take charge of

the men’s department at the State Hospital at Norristown, a posi-

tion which he held during the remainder of his life.

In spite of the exacting demands of institution life Dr. Rich-

ardson found time to devote to study and was an earnest student

to the end. He was the author of several books and pamphlets,

among which are “Chemical Remembrancer” (i86i), “The Old

and New Notation of Chemistry Reconciled” (1876), and “Clin-

ical Lectures on Insanity” (1885). In his earlier years he was



1906] OBITUARY 647

demonstrator of anatomy in the Philadelphia School of Anatomy,

and from i886 to 1890 in the University of Pennsylvania.

While his death was sudden he had been a sufferer from a

heart affection for several years although it had not interfered

with his work. He married in i86o Margaret Spear Hancker,

who died in 1894.

Dr. Richardson was an incessant worker, a man of the highest

ideals, and one who had earned the respect and affection of all

with whom he was associated. His sympathy and tenderness

towards �his patients was unfailing and his death will be keenly

felt by them.
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